CONFEDERATE SOLDIER TAKES CHARGE   19

up the dust near an approaching negro. Men
actually or apparently the worse for liquor might
stagger around, seeking an excuse for a fight. It
is not surprising that among the negroes the im-
pression that it was unwise to attempt to vote
gained ground.

Less crude but no less effective methods were
employed later. As candidates or party organiza-
tions furnished the ballots, the "tissue ballot"
came into use. Half a dozen of these might easily
be dropped into the box at one time. If the
surplus ballots were withdrawn by a blindfolded
official, the difference in length or in the texture or
quality of the ballot made possible the withdrawal
of an undue proportion of Republican votes. Usu-
ally separate boxes were supplied for different sets
of officers, and it was often provided that a ballot
in the wrong box was void. An occasional inten-
tional shifting of boxes thus caused many illiterate
negroes to throw away their votes. This scheme
reached its climax in the "eight box law" of South
Carolina which made illiterate voting ineffective
without aid. Immediately after any literate Re-
publican, white or black, left the polling place the
boxes were shifted, and the illiterates whose tickets
he had carefully arranged deposited their ballots